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MULTI-NATIONAL / GLOBAL COMPANIES 

Key Vocabulary – Global Trade 
 

Globalisation 
 

The process of the world’s countries becoming more connected 
as a result of international trade and cultural exchange. 

Trade 
 

Trade is the buying and selling of goods and services we want 
and need. 

Global supply chain 
 

A system of production in which clothing, food and many other 
items pass through a long line of factories, suppliers, buyers and 
warehouses before ending up in shops on our high streets. 

Multi-national 
company 

A multinational company is a business that operates in many 
different countries at the same time. 

Export 
 

Exports are goods that are produced in your own country and 
shipped to another country for sale 

Import 
 

Imports are goods that are bought by residents of a country, but 
they are manufactured or grown in a different country. 

Fairtrade 
 

A worldwide movement that aims to help farmers and producers 
in less economically developed countries (LEDCs). The term fair 
trade means that they receive a fair price for the goods that they 
produce. Many products, including coffee, sugar, tea, cotton, 
wine, bananas, and handicrafts, are traded this way. 

Global citizen and 
global citizenship 
 

A global citizen is someone who is aware of and understands the 
wider world - and their place in it. They take an active role in 
their community, and work with others to make our planet more 
equal, fair and sustainable. Global citizenship helps young 
people to build their own understanding of world events. 

Key Vocabulary – Time Zones 
 

Lines of latitude 
and longitude 

Latitude and longitude are a system of lines used to describe the 
location of any place on Earth. 
Lines of latitude run in an east-west direction across Earth.  
Lines of longitude run in a north-south direction. Although these are 
only imaginary lines, they appear on maps and globes as if they 
actually exist. 

Greenwich Mean 
Time GMT 

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) is the mean solar time at the 
Royal Greenwich Observatory in Greenwich near London. 

Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian 

An imaginary line that divides Earth into two equal parts: the Eastern 
Hemisphere and the Western Hemisphere. The prime meridian is also 
used as the basis for the world's time zones. The prime meridian 
appears on maps and globes. It is the starting point for the measuring 
system called longitude. 

Time zone 
 

A time zone is an area on Earth that has a specific time that all citizens 
can set their clocks to. Different places on Earth have different time 
zones. This is because when it is day-time on one side of the earth, it 
is night-time on the other side.  
 

Globalisation: how many miles do our clothes travel? 

World Time Zones 


